*    CHILDREN    *

CHILDREN AT SCHOOL

The education of children can only be regarded as a
chamber of horrors. If one reckons the public schools as
being the best that were provided, the least evil that can
be said of them is that their learning was useless, and
their mode of life rough.

Of the girls' schools, we have a vivid picture in the
Lowood of Jane Eyre, which, whether exaggerated or
not, shows at least how it impressed a sensitive child.
But there existed a special cheap type designed prim-
arily, it would seem, to get rid of boys whom their
parents did not want at home. These schools were usu-
ally a long way from the metropolis, and in days when
Scotland seemed as distant as America now, parents had
few opportunities of knowing what went on in them. A
great many were situated in Yorkshire, and were known
amongst the neighbours as 'London Schools'$ their repu-
tation being too bad for them to get many local pupils.
These schools obtained pupils by advertising in the Lon-
don papers, asking such low fees that it should have been
clear to any sensible person that children could not be
properly cared for at the price. From time to time articles
appeared in the daily press, warning parents to make
careful enquiry before trusting their children to cheap
and distant schools where, owing to the length of the
journey, children would probably not return for holi-
days and would remain, without supervision from
friends or relatives, for two or three years together.

What went on in the worst type of these schools has
been depicted by Dickens in Dotheboys Hall, In order to
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